
Wilmington Ohio Veterans American Legion Post 49 

Membership Meeting January 13, 2015 

 

Commander Cook opened meeting at 7:30 pm. 

Roll call of officers, 9 Officers present, one excused 3 absent. 8 members were present, there was a 

quorum present. Jim Herdman moved to suspend the reading of the minutes due to then being typed, 

handed out, and on the website, and to accept them as they are written. Fred Miller seconded the 

motion. Motion passed unanimously. 

  

Introduction of guest, or new members – none 

 

Committee Reports: 

 

1
st
 Vice – Fred advised we have 398 of 475 members which is our quota, have renewed and that 

represents 84% of membership. Fred advised renewals are trickling in slow at this point. 

 

2
nd

 Vice – none 

 

Adjutant – no report 

 

Finance Officer – absent/no report Trustee LeForge reported there is approximately $2,000.00 in the 

general account, $1,500.00 in the kitchen account, over $3,000.00 in the lottery account, around 

$4,000.00 in the raffle account, around $2,400.00 in the bingo account, about $4,000.00  in the 

membership account. Jerry advised the walk in cooling system hasn't been paid yet, but is going to be 

paid out of the lottery account. 

 

Judge Advocate – no report excused 

 

Service Officer – Ben advised he found out earlier about the death of Rod Custis death and wants 

everyone to sign the card for him downstairs. Commander Cook brought up Brian McCleean, Jim 

advised he's going to pay Brian's dues tonight, and he has not received a pay check since the middle of 

December and would like someone to entertain a motion to help pay his bills out of the charity fund if 

possible. After membership discussion, Dennis Hasz said he loves Brian, and has nothing against him, 

but if the post does this, we're opening another Pandora's Box for something down the road. Dennis 

suggested passing the hat around for donations for Brian. Hal Crites agreed with Denny, for passing the 

hat around, but not to use post funds. Fred Miller asked if we could set up a collection box for him. It 

was said that could be done. Fred advised he would be in charge of it. Jerry advised this Saturday the 

post is having a steak fry, and why not do a 50/50 drawing and moved to mark that money for Brian 

instead of the Legion. Charlie Shoemaker seconded it. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Chaplin – Denny advised the Four Chaplin Ceremony coming up February 1
st
 at the Methodist Church, 

and would  like to make a motion for $100.00 for the cost of the inserts which was $20.00, and the rest 

can go for get well cards, sympathy cards, and postage to send them out to members etc., to come out 

of the charity account. Hal Crites seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Historian – no report 

 

 

 



Sargent-At-Arms - Charles Lakatos reported the Memorial Squad has had two funerals so far this year, 

and the Four Chaplains coming up, and the 28
th

 to present the colors at the State House. 

He said members of the squad will be going, along with members from the VFW to be part of the 

Honor Guard. 

 

Trustees – Jerry advised the post is having a steak fry this Saturday with entertainment afterward with 

Looking Back. 

 

SAL – no report 

 

40/8 – Charlie Shoemaker advised they have about three years’ worth of nurses lined up for their nurse 

scholarship program. The 31
st
 of this month is the winter Cheminot at the Holiday Inn at Eastgate. 

 

Bingo – no report 

 

Legion Riders – no report 

 

Unfinished business – none 

 

New business/correspondence – Commander Cook advised he has some correspondence for the 

Chaplin, but left it in his truck, and will give it to him. Jim Herdman advised he got an email from 

National pertaining to grants available from Home Depot for veterans to repair their homes, etc. if they 

qualify. Home Depot has volunteers that will come in and do the work needed. He advised there is a 

Community Impact grant for $5,000.00, and gift cards for projects by the American Legion and 

community volunteers. Jim advised he will place the info downstairs on the bulletin board. 

 

Good of the American Legion – Paul Butler explained about the ceremony to be held at the State 

Capital on the 28
th

. The speaker of the house, wants to display the POW/MIA flag in the House 

chambers, it has never been done before. The Speaker is having the ceremony at the beginning of the 

session on the 28th, and wants Post 49 along with VFW members to post the colors. Paul advised all 

Legionaries are invited too. If you want to come up, it's the middle of the week, and the middle of the 

day, the 28
th

, the session starts at 1:30 pm, and we need to be there by 1:00 pm. In the State House, 

there will be a separate place to gather for those that wants to go in to watch the ceremony, and Paul 

will post further information as he gets it. Paul advised two years ago, the house passed legislation for a 

state wide POW/MIA Remembrance Day, but never did a thing with it until now, and on the 28
th

 it will 

be officially recognized. Paul advised he doesn’t know how many parking passes he is getting, but he 

has been promised some. Paul advised that Randy Moore is going to try to get a twelve passenger van 

for the Memorial Squad, and perhaps some other members can ride up too if possible. Paul advised he 

will keep everyone updated downstairs, and put it on the website as he receives further info. Paul also 

advised the venue for the District Winter Conference has been changed from the Ramada Plaza, to the 

Crown Plaza, for those that are planning to attend. 

 

With no other business coming before the membership, Commander closed the meeting at 7:52 pm. 

 

Jim Herdman 

Post 49 Adjutant 

 

 


