
Wilmington Veterans American Legion Post 49 

Membership Meeting April 28, 2015 

 

Commander Cook opened the meeting at 19:30. 

 

Roll call 9 Officers present, 2 absent, 1 excused. 11 members were present, there was a quorum present. 

 

Reading of minutes from previous meeting. Paul Butler moved to suspend the reading of the minutes 

and to accept them due to them being printed and handed out. Richard James seconded. Motion passed. 

 

Officer’s report; 

 

 First Vice – Fred advised membership stands at 95%, 450 members, and 26 members have not paid 

their dues for 2015. Fred advised membership has dropped by 5% this year. He also advised this is the 

third straight year of declining membership. He advised 3 years ago we lost 17, this year were going to 

lose 26. 

 

Second Vice – no report 

 

Adjutant – no report 

 

Finance Officer – no report 

 

Judge Advocate – no report 

 

Chaplin – no report 

 

Historian – no report 

 

Sargent At Arms – Charlie advised the Memorial Squad has done 5 funerals in April, 16 for a total so 

far this year. On May 8
th

, the Color Guard will do a flag rising at Denver School. 

 

Merv Wisecup asked if anyone had called those that haven't renewed, Fred advised he had sent letters 

out, and advised he has no phone numbers for those members. Merv said we need to get their numbers 

and call them, because we don't know the reason they haven't renewed. Jim Herdman advised he has 

put previous articles in the newsletter asking members for their new addresses and phone numbers so 

he could update records, but no one has responded. Merv said their numbers should be on their original 

applications, Jim asked where they were, because he hasn't seen them. 

 

SAL – no report 

 

40/8 no report 

 

Bingo – no report 

 

Legion Riders – no report 

 

Unfinished business – none 



 

 

New business/correspondence – Jim Herdman read upcoming events within the Department, and 

District. He advised all sheets for these events are in the social room on the bulletin board. 

Commander Cook advised he was contacted by a lady about a camp ground that has doctors etc. 

available for Veterans at no cost. Jim thought she was talking about somewhere close, but it's in 

Branson Missouri. Jim advised we take care of people here before we send it out of state. 

 

Good of The American Legion – Fred Miller moved to give Hospice of Clinton County $1,000.00. 

Jim Herdman seconded. Motion passed. 

Jerry LeForge moved to put $600.00 into the Boys State account, for 2 additional boys. Paul Butler 

seconded the motion. Motion passed 

Richard James moved to donate $1,000.oo to Heather's Hope. Jim Herdman seconded the motion. 

Motion passed. 

 

Paul Butler has tickets for the District Quick 100. The drawling will be done Thursday, April 30. 

Tickets are $5.00 per ticket. 

 

Jim Herdman brought up that Hal Crites was looking at the Kroger web site, and found that different 

organizations that can sign up to receive money from their charity program. Members can put their card 

numbers in, and rewards will be given to that origination. Jim advised he looked into it, and 

downloaded a form to fill out to be accepted to receive money from Kroger's Charity program. We need 

a copy of our letter of 501.C. (3) form to send them, or we can submit a pre-printed 990 form in place 

of a 501(C) (3). Jim advised due to the amount of money that could be received, he brought it before 

the Membership. Jim Herdman moved to do this, Hal Crites seconded the motion. Jerry advised that we 

are not a 501(C) (3). Steve Burgess advised the form said we can use a 990 instead. Jim Herdman 

amended his motion that we see the book keeper and get a 990 form to send them, and complete the 

form and send it to Kroger. Hal Crites seconded the amended motion, and that some members may 

need help to put their card numbers on the site. Motion passed. 

 

Jim Cook advised a guy from Morrison Furniture Company and advised he wants to use the post's tax 

I.D. So the Josh Sam's family wouldn’t have to pay taxes on $25,000.00 worth of furniture. Jim advised 

he didn't know how to go about, and contacted the Judge Advocate, but he didn't get back with him yet. 

Jim advised he talked to the guy again, and the way it works is a trust fund is set up, and 2 officers here 

have to sign off on the money. Publicity will be on Channel 12, etc. The furniture company matches 

whatever amount that is donated. The furniture is purchased through the same company that matches 

the funds donated. Jerry advised our tax number is used for pay roll taxes only. 

It was decided to check this out further if we can do it. If we can't do it this way, we could donate 

money directly to him. 

 

Merv Wisecup advised that the April 14
th

 meeting stated that District Convention Delegates are to be 

elected at the next meeting, which is this one. Commander Cook asked if anyone wants to be a 

Convention Delegate. Jerry LeForge and Marv Wisecup are automatic delegates. Richard James and 

Paul Butler advised they would be delegates. We're allowed 6 delegates plus the two that are automatic 

delegates, so we're allowed 8. Paul advised the names have to be turned in for the District Convention 

before May 15
th

. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Commander Cook opened the floor for nominations of Officers; 

 

Commander – none 

First Vice – none 

Second Vice – none 

Adjutant – Jim Herdman 

Finance Officer – none 

Judge Advocate – William Peelle 

Sargent at Arms – Charlie Lakatos 

Chaplain – Dennis Hasz 

Historian – Richard James 

Service Officer – Jay Wiswell 

Trustee – none 

Trustee – none 

 

 

With no further business to come before the Membership, Commander Cook closed the meeting at 

10:02. 

 

Adjutant Post 49 

Jim Herdman 

  


