
Wilmington Veterans American Legion Post 49 

Membership Meeting May 12, 2015 
 

Commander Cook opened the meeting at 19:30. 

Roll call; 9 officers present, 2 absent, 1 excused. There were 11 members present, there was a quorum. 

 

The Commander asked the Sargent-At-Arms to go downstairs and ask a guest to come up to speak to 

the membership. Charles Lakatos brought forth Linda Eichelberger to address the membership. 

Mrs. Eichelberger spoke to the membership about a program she is involved in called “Friends of 

Juvenile Court”, which is a non-profit organization for teens that are under the care of the Juvenile 

Court, and would like for a donation to help these kids turn around. 

 

Reading of the Minutes – Jerry LeForge moved to suspend the reading of the minutes as they are in 

type. Paul Butler seconded. Motion passed. 

 

Jerry LeForge made a motion that the nominating committee be excused to count ballots. Paul Butler 

seconded, motion granted. 

 

Officer reports; 

 

First Vice – Fred advised he processed a couple more memberships today; we are at 96% with 475 

quota. 

   

Seconded Vice – none 

 

Adjutant – Jim Herdman reported that the Consolidated Post Report (CPR) has been submitted 

electronically.  Jim also reported that he contacted the accountant for the Post to get a copy of our 990 

for the Kroger rewards program, and will be sending it out to Kroger for processing. 

  

Finance Officer – Steve Burgess reported the following finances, Bingo acct: $6,142.51, Charity acct: 

$8,149.97, Kitchen acct: $903.58, General Acct: $8,836.67, Raffle acct: $6,072.40, Investment acct: 

$39,344.57, Membership acct: $1,187.08, Lottery acct: $5,059.50, for a total of $75,696.28. 

 

Service Officer – no report 

 

Chaplain – no report 

 

Historian – Richard James advised it's coming up toward the end of the year for this slate of Officers, 

and if any one has any pictures or anything they would like to donate, he's putting together an album of  

the past years activities, and should have it out in the next month or so. 

 

Sargent-At-Arms – Charles Lakatos reported that the Memorial Squad has had 18 funerals so far this 

year, this past Friday the Squad did a Flag raising program at Denver Elementary School. 

 

SAL – Charlie Shoemaker reported that SAL will be doing a hamburger/hot dog dinner on the 6
th

 of 

June. It starts at 5:00 pm at $5.00 per plate. 

 

40/8 – Charlie Shoemaker reported that they will be doing the dinner for the 40/8 Wreck that day, and 



the Auxiliary will be doing a breakfast that morning to support the 40/8 Wreck dinner. 

 

Legion Riders – Charlie Shoemaker reported that the Legion Riders are going to escorting another 

Missing In America Project June 30
th

, starting in Columbus at 8:30 am, and will be going to the Dayton 

National Cemetery in Dayton. They are meeting on High Street at American Legion Post 144, and 

escorting to the Dayton National Cemetery, and should arrive there around 11:00 am. He advised there 

is a flier on the bulletin board downstairs, and he has info after the meeting.   

 

Unfinished Business – Jim Herdman advised the District Convention is coming up on the 31
st
, and 

asked if anyone else wants to go beside the ones who have already signed up? With no response to the 

question, Jim advised he will send in the list of names tomorrow. 

 

New Business/Correspondence - Jim Herdman read correspondence from the March of Dimes for a 

donation, also read correspondence from the District pertaining to membership quota for the year. Jim 

also read correspondence about the 4
th

 District Organization meeting being held at Post 450 Victor Stire 

Way in Milford Ohio at 12:00 noon July 12, 2015, with the District Picnic following immediately after. 

Jim also read correspondence from the 4
th

 District wanting a donation to help pay for a Past 

Commanders pen for Al Wash, as he will be leaving that Office during the District Convention in 

Toledo. They want the donation no later than the 2
nd

 of June, and will sign everyone's name to a card 

that donated. 

 

Jim also reported that May 17 is the Fabulous Fourth District Euchre Tournament at Post 288 in 

Williamsburg Ohio. Entry fee is $5.00 per person, with all monies returned 100% after expenses, and is 

open to all Legionaries, Ladies Auxiliary, and SAL with a 2015 membership card. 

 

Commander Cook asked for a motion to donate to the Past Commander pen, Jim Herdman moved to 

donate $50.00 donation toward the pen, Richard James seconded. Motion passed. 

 

Jim Cook advised he has correspondence from the East Clinton Marching Band wanting a donation. 

Hal Crites made a motion to donate $100.00 to them, Bob Maher seconded. Question on the motion, 

Steve Burgess asked if they come here on Memorial Day and March. Bob Maher advised they probably 

participate in the parade in Sabina. Jim Cook advised he will call them tomorrow and ask. Steve 

advised that donations to schools come out of the general acct, not charity. Motion failed. 

 

Good Of The American Legion – Charlie Shoemaker made a motion to donate $35.00 to ABATE for 

trophies for their upcoming Car and Bike Show, for two trophies for First and Second place recognized 

by American Legion Post 49. Dennis Hasz seconded the motion. Motion passed. 

 

Jim Herdman made a motion to donate $1,000.00 from the Charity acct. to the Clinton County 

Homeless Shelter. Jack Rose seconded the motion. Motion passed. 

 

Bob Maher made a motion to donate $1,000.00 to Friends of the Juvenile Court, Dennis Hasz seconded. 

Under discussion, Dennis Hasz advised this is a good program, and asked Bob to amend his motion to 

$1,500.00 to cover most of the cost for the program. Bob amended his motion, Dennis seconded it. Jack 

Rose asked if there was enough money in the Charity acct. Steve advised he has been subtracting from 

the amount in the acct, and advised there was enough and that $2,000.00 is already spoke for and he 

needs the addresses to send the donations to, he advised there's enough to cover the proposed donations. 

Motion passed. 

 



Commander Cook turned the floor over to the Nominating Committee for the tally of Post Officers. 

Election. Jerry LeForge reported in the contested race for Judge Advocate, Bill Peelle won.  

 

For the Finance Officer, there were write in votes for Steve Burgess, and Ben Conger, and Jerry 

LeForge. Jerry asked Steve if he accepts the Office. Steve declined. 

 

The other write ins was tied. Jerry advised on the other positions, there were some write in's, but those 

that were nominated, won with more votes. 

 

Jerry moved that the Adjutant make a motion to cast one ballot for the winners of the election. Jim 

Herdman moved that he casts one ballot for the uncontested winners, Paul Butler seconded.         

Motion passed. 

 

Jerry LeForge moved to destroy all ballots, Hal Crites seconded it. Motion passed. 

 

Jim Herdman made a motion for the Post to pay the Delegates to the District Convention. Dennis Hasz 

seconded. Motion passed. 

 

Paul brought up the position of Finance Officer. 

 

Steve advised that he would be Asst. Finance Officer if Jerry took Finance Officer. The position of 

Jerry's position as Trustee came up if he accepted Finance Officer. Jerry LeForge declined the position 

of Finance Officer; Ben Conger wasn't present to ask. 

 

Richard James moved to appoint Charlie Shoemaker as Finance Officer, with Steve being Asst. Finance 

Officer. Jim Herdman seconded. Motion passed. 

 

Jim Cook addressed the Trustees position. Dennis Hasz asked if someone could be on the E-Board and 

be Trustee. Trustees are elected as Post Officers, but they are not members of the E-Board, and have no 

vote on matters. Dennis Hasz advised he will take a Trustee position along as Chaplin, and advised he 

couldn't be here every day, but is willing to fill the position. Jim Herdman made a motion that Dennis 

fills the position of Trustee along with the position of Chaplin. Hal Crites seconded. Motion passed. 

 

The following Officers for 2015-2016 are as follows: 

 

Commander---------- Jim Cook 

First Vice-------------  Judith Kirby 

Second Vice----------  Hope Riley 

Adjutant--------------  Jim Herdman 

Finance Officer ------Charlie Shoemaker 

Judge Advocate------ William Peelle 

Sargent-At-Arms---- Charlie Lakatos 

Chaplain---------------Dennis Hasz 

Historian-------------- Richard James 

Service Officer------- Jay Wiswell 

Trustee---------------- Jerry LeForge 

Trustee---------------- Hal Crites 

Trustee---------------- Dennis Hasz 

 



Jim Herdman advised everyone says the Legion does not recognize the social room, and asked why in 

the “Officers Handbook”, there are guidelines for it. Jim Cook said I would have to ask the District 

Commander. 

 

Jerry addressed the Commander and advised the Second Vice couldn't be certified due to the fact that 

she is a new member. Paul advised she doesn't have to be certified. Jim Herdman said the only Officers 

that have to be certified are Commander, First Vice, Adjutant and Finance Officer. 

 

With no further business to come before the meeting, the Commander closed the meeting at 20:31. 

 

 

Adjutant Post 49 

Jim Herdman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


