
Wilmington Veterans American Legion Post 49 

Membership Meeting July 14, 2015 

 

Commander Cook opened the meeting at 7:30 pm., followed by prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll call – 10 officers present, 1 absent, 2 excused. There were 6 members present, a quorum was 

present. 

 

Reading of the minutes from past meeting – Richard James moved the reading of the minutes be 

suspended due to them being written and handed out. Paul Butler seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Introduction of guest and new members, none. 

 

Officer and Committee reports; 

First Vice – Bob Maher reported that our quota is 479, as of today there's been 172 paid which is 

36.1 %. He advised we're off to a good start, and to remind everybody to pay their dues. 

 

Second Vice – None Commander Cook advised we need a Second Vice, and would like someone to 

take that position. 

 

Adjutant – Jim Herdman  reported that he contacted Kroger about our application for the Kroger 

Rewards program, and was told we are not a 501.(c).(3), and therefore could not participate. He 

advised The Harrison Post is on the list to receive points, but he didn't pursue it any further. 

 

Finance Officer – Charlie Shoemaker reported the following amounts in the accounts, general acct. 

$8,555.72, kitchen acct. $1,200.36, charity acct. $4,539.21, bingo acct. $9,396.70, raffle acct. 

$11,520.40, membership acct. $1,038.22, lottery acct. $6,799.06, investment acct. $39,290.56, for a 

total of $82,344.23. 

 

Service Officer – no report 

 

Chaplain – Dennis Hasz just reminded to remember the Knauff family, and that member Phil Knauff 

funeral is coming up on Thursday. 

 

Historian – Richard James advised he had no report 

 

Sgt At Arms – Charles Lakatos reported the Memorial Squad has had 27 funerals, had a Veterans 

Program at the Church of Christ in Sabina, had a funeral yesterday, and have one coming up on 

Thursday, member Phil Knauff. 

 

S.A.L. Charlie Shoemaker reported the S.A.L. Had their pulled pork dinner this past Saturday, they had 

a good turnout. 

 

40/8 – Charlie Shoemaker reported the District picnic is this Sunday at the Milford Post; it starts at 1:00 

pm. 

 

Legion Riders – Charlie Shoemaker reported they are having their annual Ride to Remember coming 

up on the 25
th

, it starts here at the post with breakfast being served 9:00am till noon, returns to the post 

for the Party on The Asphalt with a D.J. There will be food and raffles, and all are welcome. 

 



August 1
st
, the Loveland Post Legion Riders are coming through here using us as a stop, and will be 

serving them hot dogs, etc., and are going to the Georgetown Post to raise money for the Georgetown 

Veterans Home and the Missing In America Project, with the Moose Riders, Legion Riders, and the 

DAV out of Loveland. They will have 4 or 5 bands playing down at the Georgetown Post, and should 

be a very good turnout. Charlie also reported that during the Relay or Life, the Legion Riders donated 

$800.00 to the Denver Williams Park to take care of the WWII Memorial. 

 

Bingo – no report 

 

Unfinished business – none 

 

New business and correspondence – Cliff Jones said he would like the post to support the fairgrounds 

and 4H, like we did last year. Paul Butler asked what the amount was to support the 4H, Commander 

Cook advised the E-Board agreed to $500.00. Cliff Jones moved that the post spend $500.00 to support 

the 4H project and buy an animal. Hal Crites seconded it. Motion carried. 

Under correspondence, Jim Herdman read a thank you letter from the Clinton County Services 

Homeless Inc. He also reported the District 4 Golf Outing will be Saturday September 12
th

 with tee 

time at 12:00, at Friendly Manners Golf Course at Hamersville, Ohio, $50.00 per golfer with the 

deadline for entries being Tuesday September 1
st
. And will hang the signup sheet down stairs on the 

bulletin board for anyone interested. 

Jack Rose advised he received the annual report from the Clinton County Veterans Service Office, it 

shows the Counties budget in 2014 where they spent $310,064.98, which brought in Federal dollars for 

Clinton County $24, 818,504.24 for our veterans in Clinton County. 

Richard James reported the District 4 Origination meeting was held this past Sunday, the big news that 

came out of that is for those that haven't paid their dues yet, come January 1
st
 The American Legion is 

going to raise their annual dues by $5.00. There will be a Membership Drive Roundup on August 2
nd

, 

on October 10th, District 4 is having a homecoming dinner for Commander Cunningham at Post 199, it 

starts at 6:00 pm and cost is $30.00 per person must R.S.V.P. By October 1
st
. On the golf outing, they 

advised they are looking for sponsors for holes for $50.00 per hole. November 21
st
 is the District 

Bowling Tournament at Harrison at the Harrison Bowling Lanes. 

Commander Cook advised the fair sent us a buyer’s ticket and a number if anyone wants to go out and 

bid on things. He advised he generally gives this to Mark Bush and have him bid on things for us. 

Commander Cook brought up the budget for Oratorical and Buckeye Boys State given to him by Paul 

Butler. Jack Rose moved to accept the budget to come out of the charity account for the amount of 

$2,615.00 for both programs. Hal Crites seconded. Motion carried. Jim also brought up the budget for 

the newsletter for 2015-2016. Paul explained the figures of the request, that the annual cost is 

$4,200.00. Less annual contributions amount is $980.00, which brings the total cost of the newsletter to 

the post in the amount of $3,220.00. Paul also explained that the 8 page newsletter verses the 4 page 

newsletter is 10 cents a copy which amounts to $800.00, with the actual increase cost of mailing was 

$2.29 last month. Paul advised the total increase for mailing last year was $28.00. Paul advised the 

budget he’s asking for this year is $1,034.00 more than last year. He said he did underestimate last year, 

but we also went to 8 pages. Hal Crites said we should encourage as many as possible to receive it 

electronically. Paul advised it's in the newsletter telling members it's an option, and that there are 22 

members that get it electronically. Richard James made a motion to approve the newsletter budget of 

$3,220.00 taken out of the charity account. Jim Herdman seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

 

Good of the American Legion – Paul Butler moved that Post 49 take $50.00 out of charity to sponsor a 

hole at the District Golf outing. Richard James seconded it. Motion carried. 

 



Hal Crites advised that the Trustees are trying to change things for the better, and if anyone sees 

anything downstairs that they feel needs changed, or have any ideas, to let the Trustees know. He 

advised the Trustees should be the point of contact in the social room, and if anyone has issues, things 

you like, things you don't like, or changes let them know. 

 

With no other business to come before the meeting, Commander Cook adjourned the meeting at 7:54 

pm. 

 

 

Jim Herdman 

Adjutant Post 49 

 

 

 

  

 


