
Wilmington Veterans American Legion Post 49 

Executive Board Meeting Jan. 13, 2015 

 

The Commander opened the meeting at 6:30 pm. There were 8 Officers present, there was a quorum. 

 

First Vice Fed Miller brought up the subject of the pass word for the American Legion Officers Log in 

for the post's Adjutant website to enter membership and other pertinent information to State and 

National records system, and a password change is required. Fred advised the Adjutant owns this site 

for the post, and is the only one that has authorization to change the password after talking to State and 

National Representatives. Jim Herdman advised he didn't know anything about it, or haven't been made 

aware of it. Jim Herdman advised he will get with the First Vice after the meeting, and change the 

password. Paul Butler advised it is used to send reports and update data for the post, and he advised he 

sent reports in last year with the web site, and the Adjutant takes care of sending reports. Jim Herdman 

advised he was unaware of this duty, and advised he will take care of those things from now on. 

Paul asked Fred if he had any membership cards at home, Fred advised he thought he has three at 

home, and he sent them all in about a week ago. Paul advised the Department of Ohio Mid-Winter 

Conference is this weekend and he could take them up with him. Fred advised the post is at 84% of 

membership. 

Charles Lakatos asked about what the outcome was for George Mitchell. The Commander advised he 

contacted most of the e-board members, and they felt George is not allowed in the social room for six 

months. Dennis Hasz asked when the hearing is going to take place, he was advised it was last month, 

and George didn't show up. The Commander advised we need to send George a registered letter 

confirming the six month suspension, and back date it back to the December 9, 2014. Jim Herdman 

asked who was responsible for typing up and sending the letter. Paul read the bylaws, and it's not 

specific as to whose duty is. Jim Herdman asked who sent the last letter to George, no one present 

knew. The Commander said he would send him a registered letter. 

Ben Conger advised that Rod Custis passed away today and would like everyone to sign the card down 

stairs. 

 Paul Butler advised he got a call from Ben Webb, Cliff Rosenberger's senior aide, and Cliff wants a 

POW/MIA flag on the dais on the State House of Representatives at all times from now on. He bought 

a POW/MIA flag, and wants to have a ceremony for it, and wants Post 49 Color Guard to present the 

Colors at the beginning of the House session on January 28th, at 1:30 pm in the afternoon. They also 

want Legion Members, VFW Members to be present, and would like to have VFW Members in the 

Color Guard. Paul advised Kelly Hopkins is taking off that day and will be in the Color Guard in a 

VFW uniform. Paul advised Charles Lakatos and his self is working on the details, and are waiting to 

get specifics back from the Clerk of the House of Representatives. Paul advised if anyone wants to go 

up besides the Color Guard, he will put information up downstairs. 

The other thing he has is on membership, and sent Fred an e-mail about the Legion putting on a big 

drive to get renewals, and he came up with two letters, one for people that hasn't paid in 2014, and one 

for people that paid in 2013, but didn't renew in 2014. Paul said he will prepare the letters, and will 

print the envelopes, if the Post provides him with letter head, and postage which will cost about 

$150.00 to do it, and a couple of or three days to do it, if the Post pays postage etc. The Commander 

said he feels it would be a waste of time and money. Richard James advised last year he sent out letters 

for the Riders to remind members to renew. Fred asked him how that worked out, Richard said he sent 

out 20 some letters, and got 3 to renew. Paul advised he was doing what is being done at some post 

around the state, that some post have gotten good results by the post sending a letter talking about the 

dues, what the post is doing, etc.. Fred Miller said we don't have phone numbers for all of our 

membership, but if we had phone numbers, we could call them and remind them. Paul advised he was 

 



at a District meeting, where they took a list, split it up into 7 posts, and each person called members in 

each of the 7 posts, and got good results. After a little more discussion, the Commander moved the 

meeting along. Jim Cook asked Paul why nothing has been put in the newspaper yet about the post 

donations to the three charities we donated to. Paul advised he contacted them, and was told they 

thought it was put in, and they are looking into it. Paul advised he will call them and find out. 

 

The Commander advised there was a problem in the social room Saturday, and he was trying to find 

out what went on. Jim advised he told Jerry that the social room is the Trustees ball game down there, 

and would had like to have Jerry and Dave at the e-board meeting to see what they had to say. Dennis 

Hasz inquired as to what happened. Jim said an off duty bartender said the bartender, who was on duty 

on the night of question, was drinking behind the bar. Jim advised he disagrees with that, that he was in 

here Saturday night playing pool, and didn't see that happen, and advised that the off duty bartender 

said the on duty bartender was drinking behind the bar. Jim further advised that the off duty bartender 

went behind the bar to make herself a drink while the on duty bartender was outside smoking. Then off 

duty bartender and a Legion Auxiliary member got into it, and the Auxiliary member took a swing at 

the off duty bartender. Jim said he doesn't care what happens in there, you do not throw punches at 

someone. After further discussion, it was decided to follow discipline procedures, lined out in the By-

Laws, to further act on this matter, if a member or who ever wanted to make a complaint to the 

Trustees, then protocol will be followed.   

 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:12 pm. 

 

Jim Herdman 

Post 49 Adjutant   

 

 


